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From that date onwards there was built up upon the
property what may, perhaps, be called a miniature educa-
tional system. To-day the household includes not only
the community with the novices and young nuns in train-
ing, but also a boarding school and an elementary school.
Many influences have mingled together to produce the
atmosphere peculiar to Roehampton. The historic past of
the Order may be traced in many characteristic customs or
in peculiarities of vocabulary, meaningless to the uninitiated,
but which link the English school to continental ones and
are a witness to a living past. There is the influence of
the foundress, whose personality has left its mark upon the
generation of women privileged to see her raised to the
altars of the Church. Everywhere one may trace the strong
organising power of Reverend Mother Digby,1 who lifted
the English vicariate from its insignificant beginning on
to a plane of far-reaching activity. Most potent, perhaps,
of all influences is that of Reverend Mother Janet Stuart.2
Her thoughts, her appreciations, her very personality seem
inextricably bound up with the vicaxiate, which she
governed for seventeen years. Who will ever say what
Reverend Mother Stuart did for Roehampton ? And yet,
great as was her influence, she taught those who revered her
to live without her, and even in the years of her greatest
activity she gave scope for the talents and initiative of others.
Now, a school may be studied, perhaps chiefly, through
1 Reverend Mother Mabel Digby, bom in * 8 3 5, had been Superior at Marmoutier
before coming to Roehampton, which she governed from 1872 to 1894. She was
Superior General of the Order in the last years of her life, and bad to face the sup*
picssion of the French houses at the beginning of the century. See Bibliography.
1 The definitive biography by Maud Monahan leaves little farther to be said
Reverend Mother Stuart was bom at Cottesmore in 1857; she came to Roehamptoa
in 1882; was Superior-Vicar from 1894 to 1911, Superior General rrom 1911 to
1914. She had travelled extensively, and knew all the houses of the Society.
See Bibliography.